
RainShine House, Decatur, Ga. 

Grand Award, Custom Home / Less Than 3,000 Square Feet  

Source: CUSTOM HOME Magazine 
Publication date: 2010-05-01 

By Bruce D. Snider 

As an exercise in green design, this LEED Platinum– certified house puts a check 
in every column: passive solar, active solar, rainw ater collection, natural day 
lighting and ventilation, energy-efficient electric al and mechanical systems, 
resource-conserving materials, a tight building env elope, low-VOC finishes, and 
no-irrigation landscaping. What got the attention o f our judges, though, was that 
its environmental ethos also yields a thoroughly pl easing aesthetic experience. 

Traditional styles can accommodate a green program,  architect Robert M. Cain 
explains, “but modernism is much more adaptable to the principles of sustainable 
design.” The thin butterfly roof, which floats abov e a continuous glass clerestory 
and an artfully expressed steel structural frame, a lso offers the ideal vessel for 
rainwater collection and a discreet mounting platfo rm for solar panels. But the 
house also acknowledges its more traditional neighb ors in the symmetry of its 
façade. Our judges noted that the house balances ab stract gestures with “the use 
of more traditional siding and the more traditional  gray color.” One judge summed 
up the consensus of the panel by calling the result  “a great combination of design 
with eco-features.” 

Entrant/Architect/Interior designer: Robert, Atlant a; Builder: Pinnacle, Decatur, 
Ga.; Landscape architect: L.F. Saussy Landscape Arc hitects, Decatur; Living 
space: 2,800 square feet; Site: 0.36 acre; Construc tion cost: Withheld; 
Photographer: Paul Hultberg Photography . 
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